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“Violations of law attract attention and the occasional important violation is dramatic... It is [however]
probably the case that almost all nations observe almost all principles of international law and almost

all of their obligations almost all the time.” (Louis Henkin, How Nations Behave (1979), p. 47.)
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“On the one hand, it seems indisputable that international law ‘has a general function to fulfil, namely
to safeguard international peace, security and justice in relations between States’... Such objectives
seem self-evident and have never been seriously challenged ... because they exist at such high level
of abstraction... What do ‘peace’, ‘secutity’, or ‘justice’ really mean? As soon as such words are
defined more closely, disagreement emerges.” (Martti Koskenniemi, “What is International Law For?”

in Malcolm D. Evans (ed.), International Law, 2nd edn. (2006), p. 58.)
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“The real problem seems always to be less about whether international law should aim for ‘peace’,
‘security’, or ‘human rights’ than about how to resolve interpretative controversies over or conflicts
between such notions...” (Martti Koskenniemi, “What is International Law For?” in Malcolm D.

Evans (ed.), International Law, 2nd edn. (2006), p. 59.)
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