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The Structure and Development of Discourses on Shamanism
in South Korea: Discourses as Culture and Religion
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This article takes a cultural and religious approach to examine the construction and
development of discourses on Shamanism from the 1960s to the 1980s. Up to the 1950s,
shamanism was largely dismissed as mere superstition. However, from the 1960s, the
government and academic community began recognizing the value of shamanism as an
authentic source of Korean culture. When the nation and scholars spoke of shamanism as
culture, there was a tendency to shift from a critique of shamanism as superstition to an
exclusive focus on the historical dimensions of shamanism. Such a discourse argues that while
present-day shamanism is indeed superstition, it is nonetheless meaningful as a source of Korean
culture. On the other hand, scholars and shamans affirming present-day shamanism emphasize
its religious worldview. Despite the contestation between cultural and religious discourses on
shamanism, both were instrumental in raising the status of shamanism in Korean society.
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